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Religious Jurisprudential Requirements for Women’s Social Participation in

Ayat al-Ahkam Imami Shi‘ism, with Emphasis on

Mahmoud Rafiei'

Abstract

Women'’s social participation has long been a matter of concern for
Shi‘ite jurists. Imami scholars have addressed its obligatory
requirements based on the Qur’anic verses and the teachings of the
infallible Imams (peace be upon them). However, due to the absence
of an independent juridical chapter devoted specifically to rulings on
women, no coherent and consolidated presentation of these rulings has
been offered. This study, using a qualitative analytic method and
focusing on Ayat al-Ahkam ,aims to clarify obligatory juristic rulings
(i.e., wajib and haram) related to women’s social participation in
Imami jurisprudence. From the Qur’anic Ayat al-Ahkam ,the study
extracts two positive (obligatory) rulings and three prohibitive rulings
concerning this subject. The obligatory rulings for women’s social
participation include: (1) the obligation to cover the entirety of the
body except the face and the hands up to the wrists; and (2) the
obligation to avoid clothing that draws the attention of unrelated men,
referred to as the quantity and quality of covering (i.e ,.hijab .(The
prohibitive rulings for women’s social participation are: (1) the
prohibition of tabarruj (self-display/ostentatious display of beauty);
(2) the prohibition of leaving the home without the husband’s
permission in case of disagreement; and (3) the prohibition of
flirtatious and desire-arousing speech. Additionally, the study explains
the prohibition of tabarruj through clothing that attracts the sexual
attention of unrelated persons, and the prohibition of tabarruj through
intense or heavy makeup, as two Qur’anic instances (msadiq) of
tabarruj.

Keywords :Social participation; social capital ;Ayat al-Ahkam ;
Muslim woman; obligation; prohibition.
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